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Robert Louis Stevenson (1850–1894) was a Scottish novelist, 
poet, essayist, and travel writer. His best-known books include 
Treasure Island, Kidnapped, and The Strange Case of Dr. Jekyll and 
Mr. Hyde.

First published in 1886, the work is commonly associated 
with the mental condition often called “split personality.” 
The novella’s impact is such that it has become a part of the  
language, with the phrase “Jekyll and Hyde” coming to mean a 
person who is vastly different in moral character from one situa-
tion to the next.

A literary celebrity during his lifetime, Stevenson now ranks 
among the twenty-six most translated authors in the world. He 
has been greatly admired by many authors, including Jorge Luis 
Borges, Ernest Hemingway, Rudyard Kipling, Marcel Schwob, 
Vladimir Nabokov,  J. M. Barrie, and G. K. Chesterton.
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